Interview for Chinese 101

Introduction:

| chose to interview Mr. Gao, my high school math teacher, because he is the
only person that | know who speaks Mandarin. | wanted to interview him
because | remember him telling the class that if we ever learn to speak Chinese
he wanted us to visit him so we could talk to him in his first language. Mr. Gao
is a very nice teacher, and he loves teaching math even when some of the more
difficult students give him a hard time. He is always willing to help those who
ask for help.
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Reflections:

A few days before | went to do my interview with Mr. Gao | emailed him the list
of vocabulary words that | had learned, so he would have an idea of what |
knew. This made it simpler for me because he tried not to use the words that |
didn’t learn. | also took my book, and he looked at the examples that were in
there.

Mr. Gao said that he was surprised at what | had learned in just one semester,
and he remembered when | was his student and he would say something in
Chinese nobody would understand, or had any idea what he was saying. He told
me he still does that every year, and no one has ever known what he was
saying.

It was a good feeling to be able to understand his Chinese, and he could
understand me.

It was sort of difficult doing the interview because | never learned or heard so
much Chinese in my life. Learning so many new words in a small amount of
time is amazing. Learning about the difference in culture from China to my
culture was interesting as well. | am glad that | decided to take this class
because | learned a lot, and | am going to keep studying everything that |
learned so | won’t forget it. | will also try to keep looking at the other lessons to
see if | lean some new words.



